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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

On 1 June, 1910, Captain Scott left London to begin his Antarctic expedition. On his way, he received a telegram from the Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen: „I’m going South.” So the race to the South Pole was on!

During the polar summer of 1910 -11, both teams organised food depots in preparation for their expeditions the following year. Then came the total darkness of the polar winter. Scott and Amundsen waited impatiently for the first signs of spring.

Amundsen was the first to leave, on 15 October, 1911. He had teams of dogs pulling the sledges and all his  men were on skis. Because of this, he made rapid progress.
Scott left on 1 November and soon had problems. First, his two motor sledges broke down, and then the ponies began to have serious difficulties with the snow and the cold. After a while, Scott and his men had to push the sledges themselves.
Amundsen reached the Pole on 14 December and put a Norwegian flag there. Then he prepared for the return journey. Scott finally arrived at the Pole with four companions on 17 January. They were devastated when they saw the Norwegian flag. Scott wrote bitterly in his diary: „Well, we have now lost the goal of our ambition and must face 800 miles of hard pushing – and goodbye to most of our dreams.”

1. When did the race to the South Pole begin?
2. Why did Amundsen make progress?

3. Who lost the race and why?

4. Where else do people go on expeditions and why?

Profesori examinatori:

………………………………………………

………………………………………………
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Three burglars were arrested yesterday. They were waiting in a bus shelter five miles from the scene of their crime. They had stolen some silver from an antique shop, had hidden everything in a nearby forest and were waiting for a bus to go home.
But they had not thought about the determination of police counstable Jane Basham and her dog, Rex. PC Basham was working at the local police station, when she received a call about a break-in. When she got there, she found footprints in the snow.
Her dog led her to a car park and then into a forest. There they found the silver which the burglars had planned to collect later. Rex then continued across the fields, over a railway line and through a river.

They followed the river and finally arrived in the village of Brimfield. Rex took PC Basham straight to the shelter where the three men were sitting in the cold. She called for help and the men were arrested and charged with theft.

1. How did PC Basham manage to follow the burglars?

2. Why do you think the burglars hid the silver in the forest?

3. What were the burglars planning to do when they were arrested?

4. What do you think of police dogs?

Profesori examinatori:

………………………………………………..........
………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Some studies show that a century ago, 50,000-80,000 tigers may have lived in India alone. Sadly, though, there are fewer than 8,000 wild tigers left in the world today, mostly because of tiger hunting. Tigers are so highly endangered that they may soon become extinct in the wild.

Tiger hunting is now completely illegal everywhere and this includes the international trade of tigers and tiger products. But the tiger’s survival is still threatened, mainly because its habitats are being destroyed by man and also because there is a big demand for tiger parts, especially in Asia.

Unfortunately, illegal tiger trade is very profitable. Many Asian countries use tiger parts for traditional medicines to cure diseases. Tiger bone, for example, is used to reduce pain and many Asian cultures believe it makes human bones stronger. Tiger bone is also very expensive. It can sell for $75-$115 per pound, which is more money than some people in Asia make in a year.

In the ’70s, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) began a programme called Operation Tiger. However, it was India who led the world in efforts to save the tiger. Project Tiger was started by the government of India in 1972 to save the endangered tiger species in the country. Today, more than 37,000 km2 are covered by these project tiger areas where guards protect the area and try to stop tiger hunters.

1. Why is the tiger an endangered species?

2. How is illegal tiger trade profitable?

3. What is Project Tiger?

4. Why are so many animals in danger of extinction? Give an example.

Profesori examinatori:

…………………………………………...........……

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Do you want to do something challenging and not be stuck behind a desk? Have you ever wanted to know what it’s like to be a dolphin trainer? If you love to work with these amazing animals, here are a few things to think about. 

First of all, there are certain qualifications that dolphin trainers need. A university degree in a general science, such as biology, is a good place to start. Also, since a lot of time is spent cleaning pools, dolphin trainers need to have a swimming certificate and must be very strong swimmers.

Dolphin trainers have many responsibilities that require a lot of patience. One of the responsibilities is to keep the training fun so that the dolphins stay interested. So, a sense of leadership and determination is important. Trainers also prepare meals and feed the  animals throughout the day. They also have meetings to discuss different training  strategies. This means you have to be good at explaining  things and working as part of a team. 

Finally, dolphin trainers need to be hard-working, reliable and dedicated. It can be a difficult job at times, but the greatest reward is the special bond you form with the animals.

1. What qualifications do dolphin trainers need?

2. Why do they need a swimming certificate?

3. What do dolphin trainers have to do?

4. Can you name other jobs where you work with animals?
Profesori examinatori:

………………………………………………..........
………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Cheerleading is a physical activity, sometimes a competitive sport, using organized routines, usually ranging from one to three minutes, which contain the components of tumbling, dance, jumps, cheers, and stunting to direct spectators of events to cheer on sports teams at games or to participate in competitions. The athlete involved is called a cheerleader. 

Cheerleading originated in the United States, and remains a predominantly American activity, with an estimated 1.5 million participants in all-star cheerleading. The growing presentation of the sport to a global audience has been led by the 1997 start of broadcasts of cheerleading competition by ESPN International and the worldwide release of the 2000 film Bring it On. Due in part to this recent exposure, there are now an estimated 100,000 participants scattered around the rest of the world in countries including Australia, Canada, China, Colombia, Finland, France, Germany, Japan, the Netherlands, New Zealand and the United Kingdom.
1. Which are the components of cheerleading activities?
2. What is the purpose of cheerleading?

3. Why is it predominantly American?

4. How do you think the game score can be influenced by the cheerleaders?
Profesori examinatori:

………………………………………………...........
………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Twenty years ago, kids in school had never even heard of the internet. Now, I'll bet you can't find a single person in your school who hasn't at least heard of it. In fact, many of us use it on a regular basis and even have access to it from our homes! The 'net' in internet really stands for network. A network is two or more computers connected together so that information can be shared, or sent from one computer to another. The internet is a vast resource for all types of information. You may enjoy using it to do research for a school project, downloading your favorite songs or communicating with friends and family. Information is accessed through web pages that companies, organizations and individuals create and post.
It's kind of like a giant bulletin board that the whole world uses! But since anyone can put anything on the internet, you also have to be careful and use your best judgment and a little common sense. Just because you read something on a piece of paper someone sticks on a bulletin board doesn't mean it's good information, or even correct, for that matter. So you have to be sure that whoever posted the information knows what they're talking about, especially if you're doing research! But what if you're just emailing people? You still have to be very careful. If you've never met the person that you're communicating with online, you could be on dangerous ground! You should never give out any personal information to someone you don't know, not even your name!
1. What is a network?

2. How is information accessed on the internet?

3. Why should you not trust everything you find on the internet?

4. In what ways does the internet influence our lives?

Profesori examinatori:

…………………………………………............……

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

The British spend their free time in different ways. People generally use it to relax, but many people also do voluntary work, especially for charities.

A lot of free time is spent in the home, where the most popular leisure activity is watching television, the average viewing time being 25 hours a week. People often record programmes on video so that they can watch later, and video recorders are also used for watching videos hired from a video rental shop. Reading is also a favourite way of spending leisure time. The British spend a lot of time reading newspapers and magazines.

In the summer gardening is popular, and in winter it is often replaced by “do-it-yourself”, when people spend their time improving or repairing their homes. Many people have pets to look after; taking the dog for a daily walk is a regular routine.

Families often have a “day out” at the weekend, especially in summer, with a visit to a local event such as a festival, fair or show. Young people especially go to clubs and discos, while people of all ages go to the theatre, the cinema, art  exhibitions and concerts.

1. How do the British spend their free time?
2. What do they enjoy doing most indoors?
3. What is a „day out”?
4. Which leisure time activities do you enjoy most?

Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………...........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

The Shetland Islands, located north of Scotland, are part of the division between the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea. There are more than one hundred islands that are considered part of the Shetland, but only fifteen of them are inhabited. The Shetland Islands have a temperate climate, which is neither excessively hot nor cold. The sunniest months of the year are from April to August, when sunlight lasts for up to 19 hours per day. In the winter, daylight drops to below eight hours per day. 
The Shetland Islands are home to more than one million birds, making it one of the largest bird colonies in the North Atlantic. Shetland is known for its unique fiddle music, artists, and dialect. The Islands hold a variety of festivals throughout the winter celebrating their Viking heritage.
1. Where are the Shetland Islands?

2. How many islands are inhebited?

3. What are the Shetland Islands famous for?

4. Who are the ancestors of the Shatlands’ residents?
Profesori examinatori:

………………………………………………
………………………………………………
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Harrods is probably the most famous department store in the UK. It’s over 150 years old and it has 330 departments on seven floors. On special days, about 300,000 customers come and spend their time and money in Harrods.

More than 5,000 people from over fifty different countries work for the store. However, the staff are not just shop assistants, Harrods has its own hairdresser’s, doctor’s, bank, fire brigade, and much more. A huge team of people clean and look after the store. This includes checking and changing the 11,500 light bulbs on the outside of the building.

Harrods is famous for providing „all things, for all people, everywhere.” Whatever you want, you can buy it at Harrods – from expensive jewellery and furniture, to paper and pens. Someone even bought a baby elephant called Gertie as a present for Ronald Reagan. However, many people come to Harrods just to look and not to buy and this can be a problem. Sometimes the doormen doesn’t let people in because they are wearing the wrong kind of clothes!
1. How many people go to Harrods on special days?

2. Who was Gertie?

3. What does „all things, for all people, everywhere” mean?

4. Which is the most famous shop in our town? Describe it.

Profesori examinatori:

…………………………………………............……

………………………………………………............
	INSPECTORATUL ŞCOLAR JUDEŢEAN MUREŞ
	[image: image19.jpg]



	MINISTERUL

EDUCAŢIEI

CERCETĂRII

TINERETULUI

ŞI SPORTULUI

	[image: image20.jpg]



www.edums.ro
	
	
	


PROBĂ DE VERIFICARE A CUNOŞTINŢELOR DE LIMBĂ ENGLEZĂ

 1 IUNIE 2012
BILET NR.  10

Read the text below and then answer the questions:

There are ideas about England and the English which are just not true. England does not stop for afternoon tea every day, although the English do drink a lot of the liquid (hot, with milk) and although the weather is very changeable , it doesn’t rain all the time!

Also, there’s lots of good food in England. No, really! In the major cities you’ll be spoilt for choice, with the cuisine of almost every nationality on offer. Indian food is a particular favourite of the English. To find proper English food, try eating in a traditional pub.

The famous English politeness is everywhere. The English use ‚Please’, ‚Thank you’ and ‚Sorry’ more than most nationalities. For example, if you step on someone’s foot, they’ll probably say ‚Sorry’ to you! If you make a complaint, it’s also usual to begin with ‚Sorry’ as in: ‚I’m sorry, but this soup is cold.’
You may think it strange on the London Underground that people don’t talk to each other, even when crowded together in the rush hour. Silence is usual as people read their books or newspapers. That doesn’t mean English people are unfriendly. It just means you might have to get to know them first!

1. What ideas about the English and England are not true?

2. Where can you eat traditional English food?

3. Why do people keep quiet on the London Underground?

4. What typical things do you know about England and the English?

Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………...........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Redfield, New York, received twelve feet of snow last week. Its neighbors in Oswego are jealous because they got only ten feet of snow. An Oswego resident told a TV reporter that one more storm was coming in that would determine the winner. "I hope we get five more feet," he said. "That'll beat Redfield." This is the most snow the region has received in six years. 

Schools were closed all week. Most kids were happy about it. They couldn't go ice skating or skiing because the roads were closed. But they did play in the snow, make snowmen, and have snowball fights. 

"It wasn't a good week for me," complained one high school student. "I had to help my dad shovel all the snow off the roof." When he finished doing that, his dad asked him to shovel the snow off the driveway and the sidewalk. "I can't wait for school to reopen," he said. 

1. Why are the residents of Oswego jealous of their neighbours?

2. What were kids happy about?

3. Where did the high school student have to shovel the snow?

4. What winter activities do you enjoy?

Profesori examinatori:

…………………………………………...........……

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

18-year-old John Falzon, from Floriana, works with Peterson Paint Ltd. Yesterday morning he broke his left leg. He also suffered many cuts and bruises when a number of heavy metal tins full of paint fell on him.

Mr Falzon is employed as a cleaner in the Marsa factory. Another factory employee, Mark Sammut, was pushing a trolley loaded with tins full of paint. The trolley overturned and the tins fell on Mr Falzon.

The victim was rushed to hospital and operated on immediately. John Falzon is not in danger of dying, but he will have to stay in hospital for ten days. He will not be able to return to work for two months.

The Health and Safety Officer reported that the accident happened because the factory floor was old and in a bad state. Mark Sammut was a new employee and he had never used a trolley before.

1. What is John Falzon’s job?
2. How did the accident happen?
3. What happened to John Falzon?
4. How can accidents be prevented?
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………...........…………

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

The friends you make when you are in your teens are very important. Some of them could still be your friends many, many years in the future.

As a teenager, you probably have lots of private concerns. You may be worried about your relationships with your parents, or lack self-confidence, or be confused about the opposite sex. If you have a real friend you can share these problems,  without embarrassment. A real friend is someone you can trust, and who will be there for you even when you're bad-tempered and depressed.
Friendships can be difficult sometimes. Your best friend may get tired of you and go off with a new friend, and then you could feel very hurt. If this happens, it may be a while before you feel ready to trust a new friend. If you find a new  boyfriend or girlfriend, you may not want to see your old friends for a while and this may cause jealousy. But remember - it's not a good idea to desert all your friends just because you think you are in love! Make time to go out with them, too.
1. Why are the friends you make in your teen years important? 
2. What are the teenager’s worries?
3. How can friendship be difficult at times?
4. Where do you meet your friends?
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………...........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

The Sing-Sing festival in Papua New Guinea is a special event and August is a special month in Mount Hagen, its capital of Papua. The Sing-Sing is a weekend of spectacular

dancing, singing and telling stories.

The people of Papua New Guinea live in about 1,000 tribal groups all over the country. They don’t often meet, but the Sing-Sing is a special occasion. Hundreds of people take part in the festival. Different groups wear different costumes. They paint their bodies with patterns in beautiful colours. The groups have competitions. They dance, they play the drums, and they act dramatic stories. The judges decide the winners.

Day-to-day life is very different – men usually hunt animals or work on the land. Women cook and look after their children. Families don’t meet every day because they never live together in the same house. Boys live with their mothers until they are about ten years old. Then they go to their father’s house. They often spend long periods of time in the forest. Girls and young children always help their mothers.

At the Sing-Sing, people always make new friends. It’s always a fantastic weekend for the performers and for the audience.

1. What is the festival about?

2. How do the people of Papua New Guinea dress up for the festival?
3. Why don’t families meet every day?

4. Where do boys go once they are ten years old?

Profesori examinatori:

…………………………………………...........……

………………………………………………..........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

A fire destroyed a large part of a forest in the north of Italy on Saturday. Thousands of trees were burned in one of the worst forest fires in the country’s history.
The fire started early on Saturday afternoon after a long period of drought. The fire very quickly burned vast areas of forest due to high winds. Firefighters battled on foot and from the air for several hours trying to bring the fire under control. By the time this was achieved however, a large part of the forest had been totally destroyed. The smoke from the fire formed such a large and dark cloud that it was sad to have turned day into night.

Several people were injured in the fire, but fortunately no one was killed. Rescue workers have picked up casualties by helicopter and have taken them to the nearest hospitals. It is also feared that many animals have lost their homes or were killed in the fire.

A project will be set up by the government to clear the area so that the local authorities can begin planting trees as soon as possible. “It’s a terrible disaster,” a firefighter said. “It will take years for the forest to grow again.”
1. Why did the forest fire start?
2. How did firefighters manage to put out the fire?

3. What casualties were there?

4. What other natural disasters can you name?
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

It was already late when we set out for the next town, which according to the map was about fifteen miles away on the other side of the hills. There we felt sure that we would find a bed for the night. Darkness fell soon after we left the village, but luckily we met no one as we drove swiftly along the narrow winding road that led to the hills. As we climbed higher, it became colder and the rain began to fall, making it difficult at times to see the road. I asked John, my companion, to drive more slowly.

After we had traveled for about twenty miles, there was still no sign of the town which was marked on the map. We were beginning to get worried. Then, without warning, the car stopped. A quick examination showed that we had run out of petrol. Although we had little food with us, only a few biscuits and some chocolate, we decided to spend the night in the car.

1. What is the text about?

2. What did the travelers expect to find in the next town?

3. Why did John ask his companion to drive more slowly?

4. Do you think that the car is the ideal means of transport? 

Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

In 1898, American author Morgan Robertson published a fictional novel called “Futility”. It was a story about a ship, the largest liner ever built, carrying, on its first voyage, some of the richest people in the world. The ship weighed 70000 tons, could travel at a speed of about 25 knots and was considered ‘unsinkable’.

Crossing the North Atlantic at full speed one April night, it struck an iceberg and sank. Due to shortage of lifeboats, 66% of the passengers lost their lives in the icy waters. The ship was named “The Titan”.

In 1912, fourteen years later, a huge ship, the largest liner ever built, was on its first voyage, carrying some of the richest people in the world. The ship weights 66000 tons, could travel at a speed of about 25 knots and was considered ‘unsinkable’. Crossing the North Atlantic at full speed on the night of April 14th, it struck an iceberg and sank. Due to shortage of lifeboats, 66% of the passengers lost their lives in the icy waters. The ship was named “The Titanic”.

Was it pure coincidence or was Robertson a visionary?

1. What is the text about?

2. What were the similarities between the two ships?

3. What kind of passengers were there on the Titanic?

4. Do you think that boats/ships are the most dangerous means of transport? 
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Disaster struck in the town of Redbrooke late last night when the recently built Palmer Court apartment block caught fire and was completely destroyed. It was just after 2.00 am when many of the residents in the building were woken by the smell of smoke. The Fire Brigade was alerted and arrived promptly to evacuate the building and extinguish the fire.

The fire spread rapidly through the building and the rescue operation had to be carried out quickly in order to save the forty-three residents inside. Twenty-nine people were taken to Redbrooke General Hospital, suffering from smoke inhalation and minor burns, but it is expected that they will be discharged later today. The remaining fourteen people were evacuated safely with no injuries.

The Fire Brigade battled with the fire until 7 o’clock this morning but were unable to save the building. The residents will be provided with temporary accommodation. An investigation is being carried out to determine the cause of the fire. At present it is suspected that it was caused by a malfunction in the electrical wiring system, which would explain why so many flats were affected at the same time.

1. What is the text about?

2. What may have been the cause of the fire?

3. What happened to the residents?

4. Being a fireman is a risky job. Give examples of risky jobs and talk about them.
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

When most people hear the words ‘fast food’ they probably think of cheap, hot food sold in a place where they don’t have to wait more than a couple of minutes between ordering and taking their first bite, and where they can either ‘take away’ or ‘eat in’.

Perhaps the best example of traditional ‘British’ fast food is fish and chips, which means deep-fried white fish with chips. Many foreigners could find some things a bit strange in a fish and chip shop, for example the fact that many customers put a lot of salt and vinegar on their fish and chips, or the ‘mushy peas’ some people eat as an accompaniment. In fact, they are one of those kinds of food that generate strong opinions – most people either love them or hate them.

1. What is this text about?

2. What does ‘fish and chips’ mean?

3. What do foreigners find strange about fish and chip shops in Britain?

4. Is eating in a fast food the best solution for busy people?

Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

The use of computers has meant students can study language programmes at their own speed when and for how long they want. What’s more, in the virtual classrooms of the future the student will put on their headset, and be transported into an imaginary school, choose their class, take the books they need off the shelf and hold conversations with other computerised students. At the press of a button they would be transported to more realistic settings where they could practise their English. All this perhaps, at the computer, from the comfort of their home: no need to catch the bus to college or a plane to England. Exciting?

Certainly, and an interesting alternative to traditional classroom lessons. But would it ever replace the classroom? Hopefully not. The need to relate to real people talking about real issues and generally learning a little more about others will always lead language learners to dedicate at least a little of their time to real people.

1. What is this text about?

2. What options will the virtual classroom offer to students?

3. Why will language learners always spend some time with real people?

4. Will computers replace teachers in the future?
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Television has become, for most of us, as much a part of our lives as the electricity that comes into our homes or the air we breathe. It is now a central part of what makes us who we are. There is, however, a particular aspect of television which makes it unlike almost all other influences on our lives. It is not yet truly interactive. It speaks to us, but we do not speak back. The reality we get from television - we don’t participate in it, we just watch it. In other words, we don’t have to do any thinking for ourselves. We just get reality given to us by those who make the programmes. That’s why it matters so much what they decide to show us. The television networks can present us with a picture of the world as it really is – complicated and interesting and full of variety. But equally they can appeal to the worst sides of our nature, or turn everything into light entertainment. If they do that, then that’s how we will start to respond to the world too.

1. What is the main feature of television as compared to other influences on our lives?

2. What is the picture of the world presented by television networks?

3. What can television equally appeal to?

4. Is it better to watch a movie than to read a book?
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Fashion designers have finally realised that working women are their main customers. Well-made clothes for the office rather than high glamour are now top priority. This season’s designs show that the working woman has become very important to a wide range of fashion designers, with garments being made to fit not only the body but the lifestyle as well. For years, plain-coloured basic suits were the only thing business women used to wear, but today’s woman isn’t happy wearing what is no more than a version of a man’s business suit. She wants her clothes to be elegant, modern and dynamic – and good value for money. While few big names in fashion have turned their attention to the office, a new group of designers is emerging, whose main goal is to dress city women in style. Collections are now designed with the aim of providing easy, comfortable, all-purpose clothes that will free women from thinking only in terms of the usual blouse, jacket and skirt.

1. What is the text about?

2. What is the designers’ priority today?

3. What kind of clothes does the modern woman want?

4. Do you think it is important to follow fashion? 

Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Many people have discovered the healing power of martial arts, as they strive to control emotional issues that may have followed them for years. Often, what holds people back in life is fear. People are afraid of failing, as well as succeeding - afraid of speaking up, and at the same time, remaining silent. But learning martial arts is a powerful antidote to all that fear. The first time someone hits you or throws you to the ground, you're probably going to be afraid of getting hurt. The first time that you hit or throw someone else, you're probably going to be afraid of hurting him. But soon you realize that people aren't that fragile. You learn that you're strong, you can defend yourself, and even that you're worth defending. As you learn the skills, you also develop the self-confidence to face your fears and to live your life the way you always wanted to. You begin to learn that you're a competent person and that you can take care of yourself (and others if you need to).

1. What is the text about?

2. What is the obstacle that many people face in life?

3. In what ways can martial arts have healing powers?

4. Do you think that practising sports can improve a person’s emotional life as well? 
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

It’s not always easy to decide which sport to take up. When choosing, it is important to remember that excellence in sports results from a number of factors.

For some sports, the body shape and structure with which you are born are important. Top runners are typical examples of individuals who have selected a sport because of their natural body type. Many other sports are more dependent on training and technique, and anyone following a well-structured and appropriate training programme should do well.

The aim of all sports training is to improve fitness and skills, and to develop training programmes that are both safe and effective. To do this properly, an understanding of the physical demands of sport is needed. All sports require a combination of strength, speed, endurance, agility and flexibility to varying degrees. What is important is how these elements are combined to build up the skills of the sport in question.

1. What is the text about?

2. What is the aim of sports training?

3. What do all sports require?

4. What do you do to keep fit?
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

When the famous explorer Columbus claimed Florida for Spain in 1492, he had never laid eyes on it. The area’s most important early visitor thus set a pattern that has continued for centuries. There is a general belief amongst people, apparently quite unconnected with whether or not they’ve been there themselves, that Florida is a good place to go.

In fact, it is almost impossible not to enjoy yourself in Florida today, given the wonderful selection of facilities available to tourists. Some of the world’s most popular tourist attractions are located in the state whose sandy beaches welcome 40 million people each year. These days it seems pointless to describe Florida’s geography and climate. After all, few people would have difficulty in finding it on a map and most would know what weather to expect there.

1. What is the text about?

2. Why is Florida a popular tourist attraction?

3. How many people visit Florida each year ?

4. What country would you like to visit? Why?
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
	INSPECTORATUL ŞCOLAR JUDEŢEAN MUREŞ
	[image: image51.jpg]



	MINISTERUL

EDUCAŢIEI

CERCETĂRII

TINERETULUI

ŞI SPORTULUI

	[image: image52.jpg]



www.edums.ro
	
	
	


PROBĂ DE VERIFICARE A CUNOŞTINŢELOR DE LIMBĂ ENGLEZĂ

 1 IUNIE 2012
BILET NR.  26

Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Mrs. Spears, an office cleaner from Chicago, arrived at work one cold, winter morning. The temperature was very low and it was beginning to snow. Hurrying to go inside and get warm, she was surprised to see something large and still outside the office door. She looked closer and was shocked to discover it was a cat frozen to the ground. “It gave me a real fright!” Mrs. Spears realized the cat was alive but unable to move so she wrapped him up in her coat. When the office workers came later, they too put their coats around the cat. Eventually he started to move and opened his eyes. They took him inside the office, put him near a heater, and gave him some warm milk to drink. Now he lives in the office and has a new name, “Lucky”.

1. What is the text about?

2. What was the cat doing when Mrs. Spears arrived at work?

3. Why is the cat’s name Lucky?

4. Do you think pets are toys? 
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

In summer, each lifeguard watches about 300 to 400 meters of the beach. Lifeguards must always watch the sea. They can only talk to somebody for a very short time, and they always look at the water, never at the person’s face.

Lifeguards have telephones and radios, and they can talk to other lifeguards, or

ask for help. Lifeguards must be careful in the sea. People are often very afraid, and then it is difficult to save them. The sea can be very strong sometimes and it is important not to lose anybody. The lifeguard must be very careful of the children on the beach and watch  them when they go into the sea.

A good lifeguard knows all of his beach very well. He knows how many people are on the beach, he knows the weak people and the strong people; he knows the weather that day, and he knows that the water is warm or cold. Sometimes there are problems on the beach. Some surfers do not want other people to surf on their beach and they have fights. Also, some people without homes want to live on the beach. A lifeguard will try to help with these problems, but sometimes he must call the police.
1. What is the text about?

2. What is a lifeguard supposed to know?

3. When must a lifeguard call the police?

4. Is a lifeguard’s job very exciting?
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

	………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

One sunny afternoon last May, my mother and I decided to have tea in the garden. We live near a small military air base and we like to watch the planes fly over. My mother brought out some delicious biscuits, a cake and a pot of tea. She poured me some tea and asked me, “Would you like some sugar?” Before I could answer, we heard a loud cry: “Watch out!” Then, suddenly, a soldier landed on the table. Mum and I fell off our chairs in surprise.

When I looked up, the soldier was on the broken table with a parachute over his head! “I’m so sorry!” he said. “My parachute did not open on time!” Mum and I both looked at him strangely, and then we all began to laugh. “I am afraid there is not any tea for you!” Mum said cheerfully.

Fortunately, we were all okay. The next day, the soldier came back with a huge box of cakes for us. We all had tea together, but this time we sat in the dining room!

1. What is the text about?

2. Where does the story take place?

3. Why did the soldier land on their table?

4. Have you ever experienced a funny event that has happened to you?
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

Agatha Mary Clarissa Christie is possibly the world’s most famous detective story writer. She wrote 79 novels and several plays. Her sales outnumber those of William Shakespeare. However, behind her 4,680,000 words was a painfully shy woman whose life was often lonely and unhappy.

She was born in 1890 in Devon, the third child of Clarissa and Frederick Miller, and grew into a beautiful and sensitive girl with waist-length golden hair. She didn’t go to school but was educated at home by her mother. Her father died when she was 11 and both she and her mother were grief-stricken.

During World War I, while she was working in a hospital dispensary, she learned about chemicals and poisons, which proved to be very useful to her in her later career. She wrote her first detective novel, The Mysterious Affair at Styles, in 1920. In it she introduced Hercule Poirot, the Belgian detective who appeared in many subsequent novels. Her other main detective was an elderly spinster called Miss Marple.

1. What is the text about?

2. How many novels did Agatha Christie write?

3. How did her experience of working in the hospital help her in her career as a writer?

4. Do you think reading books is more exciting than watching movies? 

Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…
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Read the text below and then answer the questions:

For many people today it is difficult to imagine a life without a cell phone. Once the preserve of the rich, they have now become an indispensable part of modern day life. The technology for cellular phones was patented in 1975, but it wasn’t until 1982 that the first commercial cell phone network was established in the United States. Since that time, the cell phone has changed from a bulky machine to something that can fit into the palm of your hand. The functions available in modern-day cell phones are increasing rapidly. Email access is now standard. Cell phone cameras now rival digital cameras in terms of quality. With third generation telephones, broadband access offers the possibility of video phones, television and full internet access. All this comes at a cost, however. Many people disagree with a society where people seem to be glued to their phone, but forget everything that is going on around them.

1. What is the text about?

2. What were the first cell phones like?

3. What are the advantages of third generation cell phones?

4. What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a mobile phone? 
Profesori examinatori:

……………………………………………..........…

………………………………………………...........
